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bedroom, although occupying a room alone up to that time. He
had undoubtedly been present at parental intercourse. He had
not seen, but he had heard. He had wanted to see and to under-
stand; and this wish had necessarily interfered with and separated
his parents. Moreover, to see and know and learn is to accept
responsibility, and since responsibility leads to the overwhelming
task of restoring the poor quarrelling parents, it is better not to
grow up, not to learn, not to know, but to deny responsibility
altogether by being a child too little to learn, fit only to accept
gifts from others. For him, the only alternative to this demand for
material gifts was actual suicide, and the analysis uncovered
definite suicidal tendencies, which were relieved by the later work
of the analysis.
It will be remarked that in these notes I have said very little
about the phenomenon of anal fixation in the love of property,
whether in this boy or the children of the group described. That
is not because I do not accept the fact of anal fixations operating
in inordinate love of material possessions, but because I believe
that, through the work of Melanie Klein, we understand a good
deal more about the way in which these fixations arise.
It is possible to suggest that the desire for property, and in
especial miserly cravings, owe their origin in large part to a shifting
of desire from the living, human body to removable objects and
lifeless material things, mainly because of anxiety about damaging
the living bodies of persons. Sweets are craved instead of the
breast because the person who gives them remains undamaged
by the loss. Faeces, money and mechanical toys are feverishly
sought instead of the penis, because these, if broken or ruined,
can be thrown away and easily replaced. They can be taken
without real bodily harm to the person from whom they come.
The anal fixations represented in love of material possessions are
thus strongly reinforced by displacement from the breast and the
penis. The material objects embody and substitute relations with
people. They are in the main a substitute for love, and counter
the fear of loss of love.
In conclusion, I admit that I have not made any attempt to
forge direct links between these deepest most personal and
primitive feelings in the individual child, on the one hand, and
adult social phenomena on the other. What I wanted to do was
to challenge the crude psychological theory which uses a simple
"instinct of acquisitiveness55 as an explanatory notion for adult